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Loren Yager is currently serving as a Director of International Affairs and Trade in the U.S. Government Accountability Office, and has held this position for the last 10 years. In this position, Dr. Yager has supported congressional oversight on GAO's portfolio of international assignments relating to trade agreements, administration of trade laws, prevention of illegal trade, terrorist financing, collection of duties, the World Trade Organization, U.S. China trade, intellectual property enforcement, export promotion, climate change, U.S. free trade agreements, and many other subjects.   

During his tenure, he has received a number of awards for his achievements and contributions, with recent awards including: The GAO Distinguished Service Award, (2010); Comptroller General Employees Innovation Award (2010); The GAO Big Picture Award (2007, 2009, 2010); and the Cutting Edge Award (2008).   

Prior to this position, Dr. Yager served as Acting Chief Economist and Director of the Office of the Chief Economist at the GAO. In that role, he served as the primary economic adviser to the Comptroller General and directed the technical work provided by the staff of that office and their contributions to the work across GAO. Prior to holding that position, Dr. Yager also served in staff positions in that office after joining GAO in 1992.  
Dr. Yager also held two positions outside of federal service, including 7 years at RAND in Santa Monica California. At RAND, Dr. Yager served as an economic analyst reviewing U.S. policies and their economic impact, authoring studies on the effect of defense spending on the U.S. economy as well as trade issues between the U.S. and Japan. While at RAND, Dr. Yager also completed a Ph.D. in Policy Analysis at the RAND Graduate School (now Pardee RAND Graduate School) with distinction in Economics and Quantitative Methods.   
Before his position at RAND, Dr. Yager was an economist at the Aerospace Research Center of the Aerospace Industries Association in Washington, D.C., and produced a range of reports on trade and public policy issues for that office.   
Dr. Yager began his professional career in the federal service as an economist with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, in the Division of International Prices.  

In addition to his Ph.D. in Public Policy Analysis from the RAND Graduate School, Dr. Yager also holds a Masters Degree in Public Policy from the University of Maryland, a Masters Degree in Latin America Studies from the University of Arizona, and a Bachelor of Arts from The Johns Hopkins University.   
 
Dr. Yager is also active in community and youth serving activities as Boy Scout Leader, active board member of a youth cycling team, and youth soccer coach. Dr. Yager is active in various sports including tennis, running, skiing, and cycling 25+ miles in his daily commute.  
